
8th Grade Reading Unit 3

Grade Level: 8th Grade
Unit Name: Story Elements, Expository Writing
Pacing: 36-40 days

Priority Standards:
8.RL.2.B Analyze how differences in
the points of view of the characters
and the audience or reader create
dramatic irony. DOK

8.RI.2.B:Analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to
conflicting evidence or points of
view in a text.  DOK 3

8.RL.2.D Analyze how literary
devices are used to develop setting,
reveal character, advance the plot,
and contribute to meaning. DOK 3

8.RL.1.A Draw conclusions, infer,
and analyze by citing the textual
evidence that most strongly
supports an analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text. DOK 3

8.RI.1.A Draw conclusions, infer,
and analyze by citing the textual
evidence that most strongly
supports an analysis of what the text

Learning Targets:
8.RL.2.B

I can analyze how differences
in point of view of the characters and
the audience or reader create
dramatic irony.
8.RI.2.B

I can analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to
conflicting evidence or points of
view.
8.RL.2.D

● I can analyze how literary
devices are used to develop
setting in a fiction text.

● I can analyze how literary
devices are used to reveal
character in a fiction text.

● I can analyze how literary
devices are used to advance
the plot in a fiction text.

● I can analyze how literary
devices are used to contribute
to meaning in a fiction text.

8.RL.1.A
● I can draw conclusions by

Supporting Standards:

8.RL.3.A:Analyze the extent to
which a filmed or live production of a
story or drama stays faithful to or
departs from the text or script,
evaluating the choices made by the
director or actors.

8.RI.1.C: Interpret visual elements of
a text, including those from different
media and draw conclusions from
them (when applicable).

8.RI.3.A Compare and contrast
information presented in different
mediums and analyze how the
techniques unique to each medium
contribute to meaning

8.RL.2.A Analyze how an author's
choice concerning a text's form or
overall structure contributes to



says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text. DOK 3

8.RI.2.D Evaluate an author's
argument, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient;
recognize when irrelevant evidence
is introduced. DOK 3

Writing Priority Standards:

8.W2.Ab Follow a writing process to
produce clear and coherent writing
in which the development,
organization, style, and voice are
appropriate to the task, purpose,
and audience; develop writing with
narrative, expository, and
argumentative techniques.  DOK 3
Expository: Develop
informative/explanatory writing to
examine a topic with relevant facts,
examples, and details; establish
relationships between ideas and
supporting evidence. DOK 3

citing several pieces of text
evidence that support a review
of what the fiction text says.

● I can infer by citing several
pieces of text evidence that
support a review of what the
fiction text says.

● I can cite several pieces of text
evidence when studying what
is inferred by the fiction text
and what is stated directly.

8.RI.2.D
I can evaluate an author’s

argument and determine if the
reasoning is sound.

I can assess whether the author
uses relevant evidence and the
evidence is sufficient.

I can recognize when
insufficient evidence is introduced.

8.RI.1.A
● I can draw conclusions by

citing several pieces of text
evidence that support a review
of what the nonfiction text
says.

● I can infer by citing several
pieces of text evidence that
support a review of what the
nonfiction text says.

● I can cite several pieces of text

meaning.

8.RL3.D Read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas,
and poems, independently and
proficiently.



evidence when studying what
is inferred by the nonfiction
text and what is stated directly.

Writing:

8.W.2.A.b
● I can follow a writing process

to develop expository writing.
● I can produce clear and

coherent
informative/expository writing
with appropriate development,
organization, style, and voice.

● I can produce
informative/explanatory writing
appropriate to the task,
purpose, and audience.

● I can develop
informative/expository writing
with expository techniques.

● I can develop
informative/explanatory writing
to examine a topic with
relevant facts, examples, and
details.

● I can develop
informative/explanatory writing
that establishes relationships
between ideas and supporting
evidence.



Big Ideas:

1. A person’s character is
influenced by their
environment.

Essential Unit Questions:

1. How is our character formed?

Vocabulary:

Infer
Analyze
Conclusion
Expository
Audience
Textual evidence
Coherent


